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REQUIREMENTS  OF  PREMARITAL  LEGISLATION 


Mabgabet  R.  Zwaely,  M.  A.,  Full  Chemist,  and  John  F.  Mahoney,  M.  D.,  Director, 
Venereal  Disease  Research  Laboratory,  United  States  Marine  Hospital,  Staten 
Island,  N.  Y.j  Medical  Director,  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 

A summary  of  the  provisions  and  the  requirements  of  the  statutes 
in  force  in  the  various  States  in  regard  to  premarital  physical  examina- 
tions and  blood  tests  as  they  relate  to  the  venereal  diseases  is  given. 
The  information,  current  as  of  January  1,  1945,  has  been  compiled  in 
the  Venereal  Disease  Research  Laboratory  and  submitted  for  approval 
to  the  respective  State  health  officers. 

The  premarital  legislation  of  the  following  States  does  not  require 
nither  a physical  examination  or  a blood  test : 


Arizona 

Arkansas 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kansas 

Maryland 


Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Montana 
Nevada 
New  Mexico 
Oklahoma 
South  Carolina 
Washington 


The  other  33  States  and  the  city  of  New  York  require  premarital 
blood  tests,  physical  examinations,  or  both.  All  will  accept  the  report 
of  a single  “standard”  or  “acceptable”  test  with  the  exception  of  Penn- 
sylvania which  requires  that  both  a flocculation  and  a complement  fixa- 
tion test  be  employed  if  the  laboratory  work  is  performed  within  that 
State. 

The  numeral  which  follows  the  name  of  the  State  (excepting  Ken- 
tucky) indicates  the  number  of  days  after  the  collection  of  the  blood 
specimen  during  which  the  serologic  report  may  be  used  in  obtaining  a 
mari'iage  license.  In  Kentucky  the  applicant  must  secure  the  mar- 
riage license  within  15  days  after  the  physician  has  given  the  physical 
examination. 

Alabama — A health  certificate  signed  by  a physician  is  required  for 
the  male  applicant.  The  requirement  for  a premarital  blood  examina- 
tion is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  examining  physician. 

California  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premari- 
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tal  physical  examination.  For  civilians—  In  those  States  which  do 
not  have  premarital  legislation  comparable  to  that  of  California,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  physical  examination  certificate  be  that  of  Cal- 
ifornia. The  report  of  the  blood  examination  performed  in  the  lab- 
oratory of  a State  department  of  health  is  acceptable  but  must  be  sub- 
mitted on  the  California  form  if  carried  out  in  States  not  having  com- 
parable laws.  For  members  of  the  armed  forces. — In  those  States 
which  do  not  have  comparable  legislation,  members  of  the  armed  forces 
must  use  the  California  physical  examination  certificate;  or  a form 
giving  the  information  requested  on  the  California  certificate  will  be 
accepted  if  signed  by  a medical  officer  commissioned  in  the  United 
States  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  United  States  Public  Health 
Service.  The  blood  examination  report  will  be  accepted  if  performed 
in  the  laboratory  of  any  State  health  department,  or  in  a laboratory 
of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  United  States  Public  Health 
Service.  The  California  certificate  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Venereal  Diseases,  California  State  Department  of  Public 
Health,  at  either  638  Phelan  Building,  San  Francisco,  or  State  Build- 
ing, Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Colorado  (30)— A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital 
physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  State 
health  department  laboratory  of  any  State,  in  any  laboratory  approved 
by  the  State  department  of  health  of  that  State  provided  a list  of 
such  laboratories  has  been  previously  submitted  to  the  Colorado  State 
Health  Department,  or  in  a laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine 
Corps,  or  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The 
certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law 
for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed  forces.  The  Colorado 
certificate  forms,  which  must  be  used,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Colo- 
rado State  Board  of  Health,  State  Office  Building,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

Connecticut  (40) — Any  licensed  physician  in  this  country  or  any 
Territory  of  the  United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and 
certify  the  physical  examination.  Laboratory  reports  from  the  central 
Laboratories  of  the  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  the 
United  States  Army  Medical  College  Laboratories,  Washington,  D.  C., 
the  United  States  Naval  Medical  School  Laboratories,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  the  Venereal  Disease  Research  Laboratory  of  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  are  acceptable. 
The  regulations  apply  to  civilians  and  to  military  personnel.  Con- 
necticut forms,  which  are  required,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Laboratories  of  the  Connecticut  State  Department  of  Health,  1179 
Main  Street,  Hartford,  Conn. 
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Idaho  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  phys- 
ical examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official 
laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  labora- 
tory of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports 
fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members 
of  the  armed  forces.  The  form  of  the  certificate  is  prescribed  in  the 
law.  These  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the  Idaho  Department  of 
Public  Health,  Boise,  Idaho. 

Illinois  (15) — Any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and 
smears  for  gonorrhea  and  certify  the  premarital  physical  examina- 
tion. A report  of  the  blood  test  and  of  the  examination  of  the  smears 
for  gonorrhea  performed  in  the  central  or  main  laboratory  of  any 
State  health  department  or  the  official  laboratory  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  in  any  laboratoi'y  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps, 
or  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates 
and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both 
civilians  and  members  of  the  armed  forces.  The  form  of  the  cer- 
tificate is  prescribed  in  the  law.  Copies  of  the  form  may  be  obtained 
from  any  county  clerk  in  Illinois. 

Indiana  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  phys- 
ical examination.  The  statement  applies  to  “osteopaths,  if  licensed 
to  practice  medicine  under  the  medical  practice  act  of  that  State.”  A 
report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official  laboratory  of  any  State 
or  the  District  of  Columbia  is  acceptable  for  civilians  and  military 
personnel.  Blood  examination  reports  originating  in  a laboratory  of 
the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service  are  acceptable  for  members  of  the  armed  forces.  Indiana 
forms,  which  are  required,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Indiana  State 
Board  of  Health,  1098  West  Michigan  Street,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Iowa  (20) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  phys- 
ical examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official 
laboratory  of  any  State,  in  any  laboratory  approved  by  the  State 
department  of  health  of  that  State,  or  in  a laboratory  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is 
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acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed  forces. 
The  certificate  forms  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health 
are  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  county  and  by 
the  Iowa  State  Department  of  Health,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Kentucky  (15) — -Accepts  the  serologic  reports  from  the  laboratories 
of  the  armed  services,  located  within  Kentucky,  which  have  partici- 
pated in  a local  serodiagnostic  State  survey  and  have  been  approved 
by  the  State  Health  Department.  The  reports  from  the  laboratories 
of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  are  acceptable.  Reports 
from  the  official  laboratory  of  each  of  the  State  departments  of  health, 
which  have  participated  in  the  National  Serodiagnostic  Survey,  are 
likewise  acceptable.  However,  only  physicians  licensed  to  practice 
medicine  in  Kentucky  are  empowered  to  sign  premarital  physical 
examination  certificates.  Special  medical  certificates  are  required 
and  may  be  obtained  by  any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  Ken- 
tucky (since  only  a Kentucky-licensed  physician  may  execute  the 
medical  certificate)  from  the  Kentucky  State  Department  of  Health, 
620  South  Third  Street,  Louisville  2,  Ky. 

Louisiana — Requires  a physical  examination  of  all  male  applicants. 
The  necessity  for  a premarital  blood  examination  lies  in  the  discretion 
of  the  examining  physician. 

Maine  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any  phy- 
sician who  is  a graduate  of  a class  A medical  school  and  licensed  to 
practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  may  collect  the 
blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  physical  examination.  A 
report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official  laboratory  of  any  State 
or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is  accept- 
able. The  certificate  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  requirements 
of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed  forces.  F orms 
for  the  laboratory  report  and  physician’s  certificate  are  prescribed 
and  supplied  by  the  Bureau  of  Health,  Maine  Department  of  Health 
and  Welfare,  Augusta,  Maine. 

Massachusetts  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army, 
i Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  of  the  United  States 
may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  physical 
; examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official  labora- 
J tory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  laboratory  of 
. the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health 
J Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill 
i the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the 
• armed  forces.  Blank  forms  of  medical  certificates  required  by  the  law 
is 
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are  furnished  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Department  of  Health,  State 
House,  Boston,  Mass. 

Michigan  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  physi- 
cal examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official 
laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  labora- 
tory of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports 
fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of 
the  armed  forces.  The  Michigan  certificate  forms,  which  must  be  used, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Michigan  State  Department  of  Health, 
Lansing  4,  Mich. 

Missouri  (15)— A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  the  State  where  the  blood  specimen  is 
collected  and  the  physical  examination  is  made  may  collect  the  blood 
specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  physical  examination.  A report 
of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official  laboratory  of  any  State,  in  any 
laboratory  approved  by  the  State  department  of  health  of  that  State, 
or  in  a laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  or  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports 
fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of 
the  armed  forces.  Missouri  accepts  certificate  forms  of  other  States  if 
such  forms  are  similar  to  those  of  Missouri.  The  Missouri  forms  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo. 

Nebraska  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital 
physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the 
official  laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any 
laboratory  of  the  Aiuny,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States 
Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory 
reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  mem- 
bers of  the  armed  forces.  The  certificate  form,  which  is  required,  is 
provided  by  the  Nebraska  State  Department  of  Health,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

New  Hampshire  (30)  — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  may  collect  the  blood 
specimen  and  certify  the  premarital  physical  examination.  A report 
of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official  laboratory  of  any  State,  or 
District  of  Columbia,  or  New  York  City,  or  in  any  laboratory  of  the 
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Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Serv- 
ice is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the 
requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed 
forces.  The  New  Hampshire  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the  New 
Hampshire  State  Board  of  Health,  Concord,  N.  H.  The  forms  of 
States  with  comparable  laws  are  acceptable. 

New  Jersey  (30) — Any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State 
or  Territory  of  the  United  States  may  sign  the  certificate  form  re- 
quired for  each  applicant  for  a marriage  license.  The  following  labo- 
ratories have  been  approved  for  premarital  tests : Army,  Navy,  Marine 
Corps,  Coast  Guard,  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  all  State 
departments  of  health,  all  Territorial  health  departments,  and  the 
city  laboratories  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  laboratory  reports  be  upon  the  New  Jersey 
“certificate  form,”  although  this  form  is  preferred.  It  may  be  obtained 
from  the  New  Jersey  State  Department  of  Health,  Trenton  7,  N.  J. 

New  York  City  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  pre- 
marital physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in 
the  official  laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in 
any  laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States 
Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory 
reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  mem- 
bers of  the  armed  forces.  The  forms,  which  are  required,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Commissioner  of  Health,  New  York  City. 

New  York  (State)  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the 
Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Serv- 
ice, or  any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of 
the  United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the 
premarital  physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed 
in  the  official  laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
in  any  laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  Premarital  physical  exam- 
ination certificates  of  other  States  are  acceptable  if  they  include  the 
name  and  address  of  laboratory,  physician  and  applicant,  the  date  of 
the  physical  examination  and  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  specimen,  and 
the  name  of  the  test.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill 
the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the 
armed  forces.  The  New  York  State  form  may  be  secured  from  the 
New  York  State  Department  of  Health,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  City  De- 
partment of  Health,  New  York  City,  or  any  village  clerk  in  New  York 
State. 
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North  Carolina  (30) — Any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen. 
Only  physicians  licensed  to  practice  in  North  Carolina  may  certify  the 
physical  examination  for  civilians.  Persons  in  military  service  may 
have  the  physical  examination  and  blood  test  made  at  the  military 
post  where  they  are  stationed  provided  the  physical  examination  is 
certified  by  a physician  who  is  a regular  staff  member  of  the  medical 
corps  in  some  branch  of  military  service.  The  blood  test  reports  from 
the  laboratories  of  the  armed  forces  (on  special  North  Carolina  forms) , 
from  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  laboratories,  other  State 
health  departments,  and  those  local  laboratories  approved  by  their 
own  State  health  department  for  performing  this  test  ( also  on  special 
North  Carolina  forms)  are  acceptable.  The  various  forms,  which  are  ( 
required,  may  be  obtained  from  the  North  Carolina  State  Board  of 
Plealth,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  | 

North  Dakota  (30)— A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  . 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  , 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen.  Only  physicians  li- 
censed to  practice  in  North  Dakota  may  certify  the  physical  examina- 
tion. Laboratory  reports  originating  in  the  laboratories  of  the  State  ' 
health  departments  are  acceptable.  Reports  from  laboratories  of  the  . 
armed  forces  or  of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  are  not 
acceptable.  Special  forms  are  not  required. 

Ohio  (30) — For  the  purpose  of  making  serologic  tests  of  blood 
specimens  of  persons  in  military  service  who  propose  to  be  married 
in  Ohio,  the  Ohio  Department  of  Health  has  approved  the  laboratories 
of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 
This  approval  is  authorized  by  law.  For  the  purpose  of  making  the 
physical  examination  and  certifying  the  medical  statement  of  freedom 
from  syphilis  of  such  applicants,  the  Director  of  Health  has  recom- 
mended to  probate  judges  that  they  accept  the  medical  statements 
signed  by  the  commissioned  medical  officers  of  the  Army,  Navy,  or 
the  United  States  Public  Health  Service.  Persons  in  military  service 
and  other  residents  in  a State  that  has  a law  requiring  a physical  ex-  ' 
amination  and  blood  test  for  syphilis,  who  propose  to  marry  in  Ohio, 
may  have  the  examination  and  blood  test  made  in  conformity  with 
the  law  of  that  State.  A special  form  is  provided  in  such  cases  and 
will  be  sent  on  request.  Except  for  military  personnel,  residents  of  a 
State  that  does  not  have  a premarital  examination  law,  who  propose 
to  marry  in  Ohio,  must  be  examined  by  an  Ohio  licensed  physician, 
with  a blood  test  made  in  an  Ohio  approved  laboratory.  The  several 
forms,  which  are  required,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Ohio  State 
Department  of  Health,  Columbus  15,  Ohio. 

Oregon  (10) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 


u 


Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any  phy- 
sician licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen.  The  physical  examination  must 
be  certified  by  a physician  approved  by  the  Oregon  State  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners.  (For  the  duration  of  the  present  military  crisis 
and  for  30  days  thereafter  the  physical  examination  of  either  or  both 
contracting  parties  may  be  certified  by  commissioned  medical  officers 
of  each  of  the  several  branches  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States 
of  America  if  either  contracting  party  is  a member  of  such  armed 
forces.)  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official  laboratory 
of  any  State,  in  any  laboratory  approved  by  the  State  department  of 
health  of  that  State,  or  in  a laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine 
Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The 
certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law 
for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed  forces.  The  certificate 
forms,  which  are  required,  ma}T  be  obtained  from  the  Oregon  State 
Board  of  Health,  816  Oregon  Building.  Portland  4,  Oreg. 

Pennsylvania  (30) — Any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen. 
The  physical  examination  must  be  cei'tified  by  a physician  approved  by 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Examiners.  (Physical  examinations 
for  military  personnel  may  be  certified  by  commissioned  medical  offi- 
cers of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service.) 
Blood  test  reports  from  the  official  laboratories  of  any  State,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  City  Department  of  Health  of  New  York  City, 
or  the  City  Department  of  Health  of  Baltimore,  or  from  any  labora- 
tory of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  are  acceptable.  Pennsylvania  forms,  which  are  re- 
quired, may  be  obtained  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  Department 
of  Health,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Rhode  Island  (40) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen.  The  physical  examina- 
tion must  be  certified  by  a physician  who  is  a graduate  of  a class  A 
medical  school.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  official  lab- 
oratory of  any  State,  in  any  laboratory  approved  by  the  State  depart- 
ment of  health  of  that  State,  or  in  a laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable. 
Special  forms  are  not  required. 

South  Dakota  (20) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premari- 

649039—45 2 


10 


tal  physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the 
official  laboratory  of  any  State,  or  in  any  laboratory  approved  by  the 
State  department  of  health  of  that  State,  or  in  a laboratory  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is 
acceptable  if  approved  by  the  State  department  of  health.  The  cer- 
tificates and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for 
both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed  forces.  The  South  Dakota 
certificate  forms,  which  are  preferred,  may  be  obtained  from  the  South 
Dakota  State  Board  of  Health,  Pierre,  S.  Dak. 

Tennessee  (30)  — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital 
physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the 
official  laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  any 
laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States 
Public  Health  Service,  or  in  the  laboratories  of  the  author-serologists 
is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed 
forces.  Special  certificate  forms  are  not  required.  However,  if 
the  premarital  form  of  the  Tennessee  State  Department  of  Public 
Health  is  not  used,  an  official  form  of  the  State  from  where  the  person 
is  referred  must  be  submitted.  This  form  must  certify  that  the 
candidate  for  marriage  is  free  from  all  venereal  diseases  in  an 
infectious  stage. 

Texas — Premarital  blood  tests  are  not  required.  The  physician, 
who  should  be  licensed  to  practice  in  Texas,  merely  states  that  the  male 
partner  is  free  of  venereal  disease  in  a communicable  form. 

Utah  (15) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital 
physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the 
official  laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  any 
municipal  laboratory  approved  by  the  State  department  of  health 
of  that  State,  or  in  any  laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps, 
or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  cer- 
tificate and  laboratory  reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for 
both  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed  forces.  The  above  state- 
ments apply  only  to  those  States  which  reciprocate  with  Utah.  Cer- 
tificate forms,  which  are  required,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Utah 
State  Department  of  Health,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Vermont  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
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States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital 
physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the  offi- 
cial laboratory  of  any  State  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any 
laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States 
Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory 
reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and 
members  of  the  armed  forces.  The  standard  premarital  certificate 
of  any  State  is  acceptable.  The  Vermont  certificate  forms  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Vermont  Department  of  Public  Health,  Burling- 
ton, Vt. 

Virginia  (30) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  premarital 
physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  by  the 
central  laboratory  of  all  States  and  Territories,  Baltimore.  Md.,  New 
York  City,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  branches  of  State 
laboratories  located  in  Chicago,  111.,  New  York  City,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Harrisburg,  and  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  or  in  any  laboratory  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  is 
acceptable.  The  Virginia  certificates  accompanied  by  laboratory  re- 
ports fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  civilians  and  members 
of  the  armed  forces,  but  if  the  serodiagnostic  test  is  negative  and  if 
performed  by  an  approved  laboratory  other  than  one  operated  by 
the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service,  the  physician  collecting  the  blood  specimen  must  execute  the 
Virginia  certificate.  Part  1 of  the  Virginia  certificate  should  be 
given  to  the  applicant  for  presentation  to  the  clerk  of  the  court. 
Part  2 of  the  certificate,  with  a copy  of  the  serologic  test  report 
attached,  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  Virginia  State  Department 
of  Health.  The  Virginia  certificate  forms,  which  are  required, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Virginia  State  Department  of  Health, 
Richmond,  Va. 

West  Virginia  (30) — The  reports  from  the  laboratories  of  the  armed 
services  and  of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  are  acceptable. 
Blood  specimens  may  be  taken  by  any  licensed  physician  but  the 
physical  examination  must  be  performed  by  a physician  licensed  to 
practice  in  West  Virginia.  Blood  test  reports  from  laboratories 
within  the  State  of  West  Virginia  (provided  the  laboratory  is  ap- 
proved for  such  work  on  the  basis  of  an  annual  evaluation),  from 
official  laboratories  (and  their  official  branches)  of  all  State  and  Ter- 
ritorial health  departments  and  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are 
acceptable.  The  certificate  forms,  which  are  required,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  West  Virginia  State  Department  of  Health.  Charleston. 
W.  Va. 
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Wisconsin  (15) — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
any  physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen  and  certify  the  pre- 
marital physical  examination.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed 
in  the  official  laboratory  of  any  State,  in  any  laboratory  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or 
in  any  laboratory  approved  by  the  State  department  of  health  of  that 
State  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory  reports  fulfill 
the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  members  of  the 
armed  forces.  For  out-of-State  applicants  an  original  laboratory 
report  should  be  submitted  to  the  county  clerk.  The  form  for  the 
physical  examination  of  male  applicants  may  be  obtained  from  the 
W isconsin  State  Board  of  Health,  State  Office  Building,  Madison, 
Wis. 

Wyoming  ( 30)  — A commissioned  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  any 
physician  licensed  to  practice  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  may  collect  the  blood  specimen.  The  physical  examination 
must  be  certified  by  a physician  licensed  to  practice  and  residing  in 
the  State  of  Wyoming.  A report  of  a blood  test  performed  in  the 
official  laboratory  of  any  State,  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the 
official  provincial  laboratories  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  or  in  any 
laboratory  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  or  the  United  States 
Public  Health  Service  is  acceptable.  The  certificates  and  laboratory 
reports  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  both  civilians  and  mem- 
bers of  the  armed  forces.  The  Wyoming  certificate  forms,  which  are 
required,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Wyoming  State  Department  of 
Public  Health,  Capitol  Building,  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 
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Addendum 

Since  this  material  was  prepared,  premarital  legislation  has  been  passed  in  Florida  (effective  Oct.  1,  1945)  and 
in  Oklahoma. 


